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swears there was a third tower between the two: certainly those
now existing are too far for a shot to the stone, on which he
probably stood, since all else is swamp, and an Angevin couldn't
get his feet wet. Well now, I hope to be in Saintes by Tuesday,
Loches 10 days later (unless you're coming) and Dinard in
another 6, This would be apparently about 100 miles a day: but
I've ridden nearly 2000 to date, am as brown as a Jap, and thin
as paper. Paper not long enough again: still all the polite
messages and inquiries after health and happiness you'll take as
read. I expect you'll be happier when the fair1 is off your chest
I'll miss it in any case: Tootle'oo.                                          E,L.
[Having visited, planned and photographed the most important
early castles in England and France (unfortunately, unlike his
brother Will, he never visited Spain) Lawrence determined to
study the castles built by the Crusaders in Syria and Palestine,
He announced his intention of travelling on foot, though
C. M. Doughty, to whom he had written at the suggestion
of D. G. Hogarth, whom he had recently got to know at the
Ashmolean Museum, advised him strongly against such an
attempt in the following letter.
3- 2. [09]
Dear Sir, I have not been further North in Syria than lat 34,
In July and August the heat is very severe and day and night*
even at the altitude of Damascus (over 2000 feet), it is a land of
squalor where a European can find evil refreshment. Long daily
marches on foot a prudent man who knows the country would I
think consider out of the question. The populations only know
their own wretched life and look upon any European wandering
in their country with at best a veiled ill will.
The distances to be traversed are very great. You would
have nothing^ to draw upon but the slight margin of strength
which you bring with you from Europe. Insufficient food, rest
and sleep, would soon begin to tell.
A distinguished general told me at the time of the English
expedition against Arabia that no young soldier under 23 years
old, who went through the campaign, (had not been in hospital
1 St. Giles's Fair, Oxford.